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Kathleen Ramsay

From: Dave Silberman <dave.silberman@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, September 13, 2017 7:52 PM

To: brian.carpenter11@yahoo.com; seshashok@comcast.net; firesafe@gmavt.net; Laura 

Asermily; Fkhan63@icloud.com; nuovo@middlebury.edu; Heather Seeley

Subject: Legalization Survey & Your Upcoming Vote

Dear Brian, Susan, Laura, Heather, Nick, Farhad, and Victor, 
 
Twice in the past 6 months, you have received a very clear mandate from Town residents regarding marijuana 
legalization.   
 
First, at Town Meeting, voters warned you via advisory resolution not to re-approve the VLCT anti-legalization 
lobbying agenda without holding public hearings and receiving the public's input.  For each of the past two 
years, the Board had approved that lobbying in virtual secrecy, without effective notice or public input.   
 
And now, in the recent Town survey (much credit due to Laura for putting together a terrific survey), residents 
overwhelmingly told you that they support legalization, and do not want you to re-authorize the prohibitionist 
lobbying by VLCT.   
 
One cannot look at the 600 responses from town residents (excluding the 100+ additional resposnes from our 
neighboring communities) and honestly conclude that Middlebury supports the VLCT marijuana agenda.   
 
-- 68.3% of town residents responding to the survey told you that they support marijuana legalization.  
 
-- 65.9% of town residents oppose having the VLCT lobby against legalization again.  
 
-- 62.6% of town residents support siting legal marijuana businesses in town. 
 
Sadly, based on reports from your most recent meeting, it appears that a majority of you intend to ignore these 
messages that voters have given you on two separate occasions, six months apart. Another vote to re-authorize 
VLCT lobbying will, as a result, come at the expense of your legitimacy in the eyes of the public.   
 
Instead of re-authorizing the VLCT to lobby against legalization, the Selectboard should instruct the VLCT to 
support H.490, a marijuana regulation bill that, if passed, would allow Middlebury to impose a 2.5% tax on 
retail sales of marijuana, implement reasonable restrictions on siting of marijuana businesses within town, and 
even ban such businesses entirely with voter approval.   
 
I note that certain members of the Board have previously stated that legalization would result in an increase in 
costs to the town.  To my knowledge, the Selectboard has received no evidence to support such an assumption, 
aside from conclusory statements to that effect from members of law enforcement and VLCT's lobbyist.     
 
It is time for the Selectboard to reflect the will of the people, rather than basing a wildly unpopular policy 
decision on unsupported assumptions.   
 
I urge you to stand down from this losing battle to perpetuate the failed War on Drugs.  De-escalate this 
regrettable conflict that you have created between the Selectboard and the people it claims to represent, and 
begin the work of regaining the public confidence that you are needlessly squandering.   
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It is not too late to do the right thing. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dave Silberman, Esq. 
 


